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AP n WELLINGTON

Beijing weaponised tourism
to the Pacific archipelago of

Palau over its allegiance to
Taiwan and its accusations that
China was behind a major
cyberattack there, President
Surangel Whipps Jr said.
Palau, along with Tuvalu and the
Marshall Islands, is one three
Pacific nations to recognise
Taiwan as an independent
democracy — viewed as a snub
by Beijing, which asserts it is
part of China. Taipei’s allies in
the Pacific have dwindled from
six countries in 2019; Nauru
abandoned its ties in January.
Whipps told the AP in an inter-
view late Thursday that, in
2020 while he was running for
his current post, the Chinese
ambassador to a neighboring
country pledged to flood his
tourism-dependent nation of
20,000 people with a million vis-
itors if he capitulated on the
country’s stance. “That contin-
ues to be the overture,” he said
by phone Thursday. “They say,
why are you torturing your-
selves? Just join us and the sky’s
the limit.”
Whipps refused. “We don’t need
a million tourists,” he added. “It’s
not always about how much
money we get.” His stance is
vanishingly rare amid Pacific
island nations — some strug-
gling to sustain themselves and
feeling overlooked by Western
powers while their backyards
are increasingly the settings for
some of the world’s most potent
contests for influence. Amid

PTI n ISLAMABAD

For the first time, the
Pakistan government has

confirmed that it was upgrad-
ing its “web management sys-
tem” to cope with cyber secu-
rity threats amid speculation
about the installation of a so-
called ‘firewall’ that could be
leading to internet disruptions
in the country, according to a
media report on Friday.
Millions of people across
Pakistan have been facing trou-
ble accessing internet services
for some time now due to lim-
ited connectivity, particularly
while using mobile data in
some regions.
So far, official stakeholders in
Pakistan have either been feign-
ing ignorance in response to
public outcry and media
queries, or claiming that the
problems were because of tele-
com and internet service
providers, or even Meta. While
talking to reporters after the

AP n KYIV

Military authorities in the
eastern Ukrainian town

of Pokrovsk on Friday urged
civilians to speed up their
evacuation because the Russian
army is quickly closing in on
what has for months been one
of Moscow’s key targets in the
war.
The call for people to get out
as soon as possible came as
Kyiv’s forces are trying to
divert the Kremlin’s military
focus to Russian soil by launch-
ing a bold incursion across the
border into the Kursk region.
The urgency also underscored
the high-stakes gamble
Ukraine is making by taking
the war into Russia with its
ongoing assault that started
August 6.
The attack was a daring
attempt to change the dynam-
ics of the 2½-year conflict, but

it could leave Ukraine’s short-
handed defense at the mercy of
Russia’s push. 
The Kremlin’s forces have had
battlefield momentum and
superior forces in eastern
Ukraine’s Donetsk region since
the spring.
Evacuations in the Donetsk
region around Pokrovsk have
become increasingly urgent in
recent weeks.
Pokrovsk officials said in a
Telegram post Friday that
Russian troops are “advancing
at a fast pace. With every pass-
ing day there is less and less
time to collect personal
belongings and leave for safer
regions”.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
warned on Thursday that
Pokrovsk and other nearby
towns in the Donetsk region
were “facing the most intense
Russian assaults”.

PTI n DHAKA

Bangladesh’s newly-appoint-
ed Home Affairs Ministry

adviser has vowed to take swift
legal action against those who
attack or abuse minorities,
stressing that there is no place
for violence, conflict, or hatred
in the country.
Brigadier General (retd) M
Sakhawat Hussain’s assurance
came during a meeting with a
delegation from the
International Society for
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) Bangladesh at his
office in the Secretariat on
Thursday, the Dhaka Tribune
newspaper reported.
Bangladesh saw a spike in vio-
lence against members of
Hindu communities following
the fall of the government led
by Sheikh Hasina, who resigned
and fled to India on August 5
following massive protests
against her government over a
controversial quota system in
jobs.
Hussain emphasised that
Bangladesh is a country of
communal harmony, where
people of all religions have
grown up together without any
divisions.
He said that no one would be
spared if they attacked or
abused minorities, and swift

legal action would be taken.
He said that there is no place for
violence, conflict, or hatred
and that the country believes in
peace.
During the meeting,
Satyaranjan Baroi, president of
ISKCON Bangladesh, request-
ed the adviser to take priority
measures for the safety of
minorities and presented eight

proposals for ensuring their
safety, including enacting laws,
establishing monitoring cells,
forming a Minority
Commission and providing
continuous state security for
temples. The adviser assured his
full support for these matters.
The Bangladesh National
Hindu Grand Alliance said that
the minority community faced

attacks and threats in 278 loca-
tions across 48 districts since
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led
government on August 5 and
termed it as an “assault on the
Hindu religion.”
Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus who is
heading the interim govern-
ment on Tuesday reached out to
the distressed Hindu commu-

nity and urged them to “exer-
cise patience” and assured them
that his government would
punish those who attacked the
minority members.
On Monday, Hossain’s ministry
set up a hotline asking people
to provide information 
about attacks on temples,
churches or any other religious
institutions.

B’desh caretaker govt promises action

Dhaka (PTI): The interim
government in Bangladesh led
by Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus was
expanded on Friday with four
more advisers joining his team
of civil society figures, acade-
mics, NGOs and rights group
leaders. The new advisers are
Wahiduddin Mahmud, an
economist, Ali Imam
Majumdar, former cabinet sec-
retary, Muhammad Fouzul
Kabir Khan, former power
secretary, and Lt Gen Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury.
With these four, the strength of
the members – all equivalent to
ministers – in the interim gov-
ernment’s advisory council
rose to 21.
Nobel Laureate Yunus and 13
other advisers were sworn in

on August 8, four days after the
fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led
government last week amid an
uprising over government job
quota reforms. Two advisers
were sworn in on August 11
and one a day after.
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin administered the
oaths to the four new advisers
at Bangabhaban, the seat of the
government, a presidential
palace spokesman told PTI.
They were sworn in a simple
ceremony joined by the coun-
cil of advisers and officials
concerned, he said and added,
Yunus is expected to allot their
portfolios later.
Wahiduddin Mahmud, former
professor of premier Dhaka
University, was an adviser to
the 1996 caretaker govern-

ment; Majumdar was appoint-
ed as special assistant to this
interim government’s chief
adviser on August 12; while
Chowdhury is former director
general of Border Guard,

Bangladesh.
Hasina had resigned and
secretly left for India on August
5 in the face of the massive
mass upsurge originating from
a students’ movement over the
quota system for government
jobs, marking the end of her
Awami League regime since
December 2008.
Most of the advisers are civil
society figures, academics,
NGOs and rights group lead-
ers. Globally recognised as
‘The Father of Microfinance,’
Yunus, 84, was declared as the
head of the interim govern-
ment by President Mohammed
Shahabuddin after dissolving
Parliament, a decision prompt-
ed by a demand by the Anti-
Discrimination Student
Movement.

Yunus inducts four more advisers

Palau’s president says China is
weaponising lucrative tourism

Ukrainian officials urge
civilians to evacuate
eastern town of Pokrovsk

Pak govt admits tinkering
with internet: Report

Participants prepare a kite during Denpasar international kite festival in Sanur, Bali, Indonesia on Friday AP/PTI

Flights, trains cancelled in Tokyo area
as a strong typhoon swerves nearby

Senate Standing Committee on
Information Technology and
Tele-communi-cation meeting
on Thursday, Minister of State
for Information Technology
and Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja said the gov-
ernment had sought a report
from Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
and other institutions over the
internet disruption.
“The internet should never be
slow. We have even been talk-
ing about bringing 5G technol-
ogy to Pakistan. There is no
doubt about that, and conver-
sations about higher internet
speed are underway,” the Dawn
newspaper quoted Khawaja as
saying. When the minister was
asked about the ‘firewall’ — a
blanket term used by the pub-
lic to describe the causes of
internet disruption in the
absence of any official explana-

tion — she said the issue had
been “blown out of proportion”.
“The government has been
operating a web-management
system. The system is now
being upgraded.” 
She also called the process “a
routine exercise” across the
globe to enhance internet secu-
rity, without giving any detail to
substantiate her claims about
which other countries have
deployed this system.
“It is the right of the govern-
ment to take measures to pro-
tect its interests given the cyber
security attacks that Pakistan is
facing.” This was the first time
an acknowledged the govern-
ment’s actions, which have been
blamed for everything from
slow browsing speeds, the arbi-
trary blocking of social media
platforms and WhatsApp con-
nectivity issues on mobile data,
the paper said.

intensifying conflict over ocean
territory, resources and political
sway, Beijing’s pressure on the
three hold-out countries was
increasing, analysts said.
“As the number of Taiwan’s
diplomatic allies in the Pacific
dwindles, the obstacles to
China’s regional diplomacy
diminish,” said Mihai Sora,
Director of the Pacific Islands
Program at the Lowy Institute.
China’s penalties for Palau’s
intransigence are not new, but
they have escalated in the
months leading up to
November’s election in which
Whipps will seek another term
as leader, he said. In May, he
blamed China for a major
cyberattack on Palau in which
20,000 government documents
were stolen. The claim was
unproven, Whipps said, but no
other motive or actor had
emerged.
Earlier that month, Palau
tourism industry representa-
tives were denied visas to enter
Macau for a lucrative interna-
tional industry conference.
Then reports appeared in
China’s state media and on an
official WeChat channel in June,
warning tourists of an increase
in safety issues for Chinese vis-
itors to Palau. The remarks, seen
by the AP, urged citizens to be
cautious when traveling there.
Whipps rejected the reports of
security problems but said the
claims had stuck — visitor
numbers from China halved in
2024, now down to 30% of its
tourists. Once, 70% of Palau’s
visitors came from China, but

the country tried to diversify its
market after Beijing unofficial-
ly blocked its citizens from vis-
iting in 2017.
“Palau has found itself in a posi-
tion where it relies on Chinese
tourists for income,” Sora said.
“This is a tap China can quite
easily turn on and off — and it
does.”
Support comes from other quar-
ters, however. Unlike most
Pacific nations, Palau, a repub-
lic that has been independent
since 1994, holds close ties to the
United States in a free associa-
tion agreement. Washington
provides aid and defense sup-
port to Palau and its citizens can
live and work in the US. But
many analysts say Washington
was too slow to recognize
China’s campaign of influence in
the Pacific and took for grant-
ed relationships with the lead-
ers of tiny island nations who
struggled to address growing
economic and climate woes.
Meanwhile, Whipps said,
Beijing offered incentives and
wooed with red carpets and fan-
fare some leaders who had
never met an American presi-
dent before a Pacific summit at
the White House first held in
2022. Western nations had at
times seen Pacific island coun-
tries as “dots on a map,” Whipps
added. Things were changing,
he said — this week, Palau host-
ed New Zealand’s Deputy Prime
Minister Winston Peters, who is
also the Foreign Minister, in the
highest-profile visit Whipps
had received from that 
country.

Wickremesinghe backed 
by grand alliance in 
SL presidential poll
Colombo (PTI): Sri Lankan
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, the front
runner in the presidential poll
scheduled for next month, was
on Friday endorsed by a grand
coalition of over 30 political
parties and groups. This comes
after Wickremesinghe, 75,
announced himself as the inde-
pendent candidate on
Thursday by handing over
nominations to contest the
September 21 presidential elec-
tion. Wickremesinghe, the
leader of the now decimated
grand old party, the United
National Party (UNP), is
backed by the Rajapaksa fam-
ily breakaways from the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP).

Tokyo (AP): Flights and trains
in the Tokyo area were can-
celled Friday, and people were
warned of strong winds, heavy
rains and potential flooding
and mudslides as a typhoon
swerved near Japan on its way
further north in the Pacific
Ocean. Typhoon Ampil was
forecast to reach the waters
near Tokyo in the evening then
continue north, bringing
stormy conditions to the
northern Kanto and Tohoku
regions early Saturday. It had
sustained winds of 162 kph
(101 mph) with higher gusts
Friday morning and was mov-
ing north at 20 kph (12 mph),
the Japan Meteorological
Agency said. Ampil was not
expected to make landfall and
would weaken to a tropical
storm by Sunday.
The Shinkansen bullet trains
running between Tokyo and
Nagoya were halted for the
entire day, according to
Central Japan Railway, a com-
mon response to typhoons
here. Bullet trains serving
northeastern Japan and some
local Tokyo trains were sus-
pended temporarily or
switched to a slower schedule.
Dozens of departing and arriv-
ing flights were cancelled at
Tokyo’s two airports, Haneda
and Narita, as well as at
Kansai, Osaka and Chubu air-
ports. The flight cancellations
affect some 90,000 people,
according to Japanese media
reports. Several highways may
also partly close to traffic.

Airports and train stations
had been packed Thursday
with people moving up their
plans to avoid disruptions
from the typhoon. Friday
morning was drizzly and

windy in Tokyo, and traffic
and crowds out on the streets
were sparse, mostly because of
the Bon summer holiday peri-
od, not just the weather. Stores
remained open. 


