
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Paris

BJP MP Ravi Shankar Prasad
exhorted members of the Indian
community in France to make
every effort to showcase Brand

India as a beacon of peace that is fighting
against the global curse of terrorism.

Addressing a gathering of community
leaders and prominent members of the
Indian diaspora in Paris on Monday
evening, an all-party parliamentary dele-
gation led by Prasad conveyed the message
that the terrorist attack in Pahalgam last
month was a deliberate attempt to under-
mine peace and development in the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

India’s response with Operation Sindoor
was “precise, targeted, proportionate and
non-escalatory” and targeted at Pakistan-
backed terrorist camps.

“When I see the growth of India, I am
very proud of all of you because you are
the brand ambassadors (of the country),”
said Prasad. “Please properly showcase
Brand India, that we are for peace, we are
for amity. But if innocent Indians are killed
by terrorists, they will have to pay a cost.
That is the winning Operation Sindoor,”
he said. The former Union minister reit-
erated the central message of the delega-
tion that any act of terrorism will be viewed

as a war, “because in Pakistan, terrorism
and the Government establishment are
together”. “And if a question is asked of you
(diaspora) that the Prime Minister
(Narendra Modi) had said this is not the
era of war — then it is also not the era of
terrorism. Terrorism is a global curse, a
global cancer, killing civilised society,” he
added. Fellow Lok Sabha MP Daggubati
Purandeswari noted that the delegation
was in Europe to present some “hard

truths” about terrorism to the global
community.

“India has suffered cross-border terror-
ism long enough… but now India has said
enough is enough. We have a leadership
today who is not willing to take things
lying down. We’ve been a responsible
country and never did we wage war on any
country by ourselves. But today our
patience has gone a long way,” said the
Andhra Pradesh leader, who also

addressed the gathering in
Telugu.

Rajya Sabha MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi highlighted that
terrorism has become an
“economic industry for
Pakistan” to threaten peace
across the world, not just in
South Asia. “We have come to
express not just our anger, but
our resolute belief that what
has begun as Operation

Sindoor is not just a conventional fight
back. It will be a fight back in all its forms,
in all its possibilities, and in all the spaces
possible for India to tell the world, and to
especially tell Pakistan, that we will hold
you to account for every single life that an
Indian loses because of your terrorism,” she
said. Kashmiri Rajya Sabha MP Ghulam
Ali Khatana pointed to the tourism boom
in his home state that was targeted by the
terrorists in Pahalgam and that any such
action by Pakistan will be perceived as an
“act of war” by India. Congress MP Dr
Amar Singh reflected upon how despite
political differences between the govern-
ment and the Opposition, the multi-
party initiative had come together to pre-
sent a “united front against terrorism”.
Rajya Sabha MP Samik Bhattacharya also
reiterated this cross-party alignment,
intended to expose Pakistan as a sponsor
of terror globally. “Pakistan will never
change… it is time that it is diplomatical-
ly isolated as a terrorist state,” he said.
AIADMK leader M Thambidurai, who
later addressed the diaspora gathering in
Tamil, also reiterated the message of the
world uniting against the scourge of
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

“In Pakistan, terrorism is not a maver-
ick activity. It is not the activity of a crim-
inal class which may exist in any country.
Terrorism is a state policy,” said former
union minister of state M J Akbar.

The community members, including
restaurateurs, tech professionals and busi-
nessmen of Indian heritage, expressed their
full solidarity with India’s fight against
cross-border terrorism. The groups also
shared their experience of organising a
protest against Pakistan-backed terrorism
at the Eiffel Tower in the days after the
April 22 Pahalgam attacks, which claimed
26 lives.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Singapore

Singapore strongly condemns all acts
of terrorism and stands with India
against the menace, a senior minis-

ter of the city-state told an all-party
Indian parliamentary delegation on
Tuesday. The delegation, led by JD(U)
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Kumar Jha,
which arrived here from South Korea,
met Senior Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs and Home Affairs Sim Ann and
briefed her on India’s stance on the events
since the terror attack in Pahalgam,
Operation Sindoor, and the new normal
in India’s strategy against terrorism.

Sim conveyed that Singapore strong-
ly condemns all acts of terrorism and
stands with India against terrorism, the
High Commission of India in Singapore
said in a statement.

She also said that Singapore and India
are close partners and will continue
efforts to further strengthen bilateral
cooperation, it added.

The all-party delegation conveyed
that if there is a terrorist attack on India,
New Delhi will give a fitting reply.

“India will not tolerate any nuclear
blackmail. India will strike precisely
and decisively at the terrorist hideouts
developing under the cover of nuclear
blackmail. India will not differentiate
between the government sponsoring
terrorism and the masterminds of terror-
ism,” it said. The delegation members
requested Singapore’s support in the fight
against terrorism, particularly at multi-
lateral fora like the UN and the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF), the global
money laundering and terrorist financ-
ing watchdog, the Indian mission said in
the statement.

As close friends and partners, India
and Singapore will continue to work
closely on regional and global issues,
including terrorism, it said.

Jha highlighted that the delegation
brings representatives of different polit-
ical parties together to convey India’s
united resolve against terrorism.

The delegation members conveyed
that the terrorist attack in Pahalgam was
an attempt to disturb the trajectory of
peace, development, and normalcy in the
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,
the statement said. The Government of

India deemed it essential that the perpe-
trators and planners of the April 22 ter-
ror attack be brought to justice. In
response to this heinous act of terror,
India launched Operation Sindoor, tar-
geting the terrorist infrastructure. India’s
response was measured, non-escalatory,
proportionate, and responsible, it said.

The delegation also called on Minister
of Law and Second Minister of Home
Affairs Edwin Tong. Later, addressing a
press conference, delegation member
Mohan Kumar, a former ambassador to
France and Bahrain, said that the all-
party delegation that visited Japan, South
Korea, and Singapore told these countries
that at no time the conflict between India
and Pakistan was going into nuclear.

“There was never a minute we thought
that the conflict might go nuclear,” he
said. Dismissing narratives that the
potential use of nuclear weapons in the
conflict had worried investors, Kumar
reiterated India’s commitment to eco-
nomic development.

“We will not let any incident like this
(conflict) affect India’s progress and
become a $10 trillion economy,” he said.
The delegation also met with senior rep-
resentatives from the Singaporean gov-
ernment, academia, media, and business.
Delegation members briefed Singaporean
interlocutors on the developments since
the Pahalgam terror attack and India’s
new normal in combating terrorism.

“We appreciate the presence of Senior
Minister of State Mr Janil Puthucheary
and Members of Parliament Mr Vikram
Nair and Mr Saktiandi Supaat,” the mis-
sion posted on X. The delegation also
briefed the Institute of South Asian
Studies, a think tank at the National
University of Singapore, and met with the
Indian community, giving them an
overview of the incident and India’s firm
stand on terrorism. 

The delegation is one of the seven
multi-party delegations India has tasked
to visit 33 global capitals to reach out to
the international community to empha-
sise Pakistan’s links to terrorism and
assert that the recent conflict was trig-
gered by the Pahalgam terror strike and
not Operation Sindoor, as alleged by
Islamabad. 

Tensions between India and Pakistan
escalated after the Pahalgam terror

attack, with India carrying
out precision strikes on ter-
ror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir in the early
hours of May 7.

Pakistan attempted to
attack Indian military bases
on May 8, 9 and 10. The
Indian side responded
strongly to the Pakistani
actions. The on-ground hos-
tilities ended with an under-
standing of stopping the mil-
itary actions following talks
between the directors gener-
al of military operations of
both sides on May 10.
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