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CHENNAI:  Pointing out 
that the wife was hold-
ing immovable properties 
as well as the substantial 
income by way of substan-
tial dividends of a com-
pany, the Madras high court 
has set aside an order of a 
Family Court, directing the 

husband to pay an interim 
maintenance of Rs 30,000 
to his wife. ustice P B Balaji 
passed the order recently 
while partly allowing a peti-
tion filed by the husband, 
challenging the order of the 
Family Court, dated Janu-
ary 27, 2023. Originally, the 
husband filed a petition 
before the Family Court, 

seeking dissolution of the 
marriage. His wife filed a 
petition, seeking interim 
maintenance to her and 
her son. The Family Court 
directed the husband to 
pay Rs 30,000 per month 
as an interim mainte-
nance to her and her son. 
Aggrieved, the husband 
filed the present petition.

MUMBAI: Avanse Finan-
cial Services,  has 
announced a stra-
tegic collaboration 
with HDFC Life, one 
of India’s leading life 
insurers, to secure 
Avanse’s educational 
institution loan custom-
ers through retail and 
group credit life insur-
ance solutions from 
HDFC Life. Avanse has 
been on a mission to 
make education financ-
ing seamless and afford-
able for every deserving 
Indian student. 
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NEW DELHI: A total of 14 
plays engaging with issues 
of gender, caste, social 

discrimination, mental 
health, and environment 
will go on stage at the 
upcoming IHC Theatre Fes-
tival at India Habitat Centre 

here. The theatre festival 
will begin on September 
19 with Amitesh Grover’s 
“Mehroon”, written by 
Sarah Mariam. A musical 

tale of desire and longing, 
“Mehroon” follows the 
story of a grieving woman 
as the lines between reality 
and dream are blurred.

IHC Theatre Festival to stage 14 plays Strategic 
collaboration

No interim maintenance to woman: HC
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
The Kerala government 

is preparing an urban 
policy to guide the state’s 
rapid development by 
2050, Kerala Minister for 
Local Governments M B 
Rajesh said on Wednes-
day.

“The state is all set 
to become one big city, 
arguably the biggest city 
in the world, and now 
the state government is 
bringing out a policy for 
its rapid urbanisation,” 
Rajesh said, as he intro-
duced the process of 
finalising the Urban Com-
mission’s report.

The report was submit-
ted to the government 
by the Commission in 
March this year, following 
two years of discussions, 
public consultations, and 
deliberations.

Rajesh said an interna-
tional urban conclave will 

be held in Kochi on Sep-
tember 12-13, inaugurated 
by Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan. Ministers, par-
liamentarians, and may-
ors from countries of 
the Global South, which 
share conditions similar 
to Kerala, will participate, 
along with local urban 
administration minis-
ters, mayors, and officials 
from other parts of India.

“The two-day conclave 
will give a final shape to 
the commission’s recom-
mendations to plan the 
urban landscapes of the 
state, keeping in mind 

the growing challenges 
of climate change and the 
diminishing rural-urban 
divide,” he added.

“We are not trying to 
emulate any other mod-
els but are creating our 
own model of urban 
development by accept-
ing suggestions from peo-
ple from all walks of life,” 
Rajesh said.

The minister said 
the Kerala government 
appointed the Urban 
Commission in 2023 to 
address rapid urbanisa-
tion, based on projec-
tions that over 92 per cent 

of Kerala’s population 
will live in cities by 2035, 
with the state becoming 
one large urban expanse 
by 2050. The policy also 
aims to address prob-
lems arising from earlier 
unplanned urban growth. 
“This is not to stall urban-
isation but to streamline 
it,” he added. The final-
isation of the Commis-
sion’s recommendations 
through the conclave will 
determine Kerala’s devel-
opment trajectory for the 
next 25 years. Rajesh said 
the conclave will include 
detailed discussions on 
all areas suggested by the 
Commission.
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No one will be 
able to save BJP 
in UP in 2027.  
Akhilesh Yadav    

SP president

Kerala Minister for Local Governments M B Rajesh.  |  Photo: PTI

Heavy 
waterlogging 
NEW DELHI: A key stretch 
of NH-48 near Palam Mor 
in southwest Delhi got 
waterlogged on Wednes-
day, leading to massive 
traffic snarls and causing 
inconvenience to com-
muters, including pas-
sengers rushing to catch 
flights from IGI Airport 
Terminal 1.

The heavy waterlogging 
in the area led to a long 
queue of vehicles, with 
several travellers com-
plaining of delays.

“The road goes to the 
IGI Airport Terminal 1 
and due to heavy traffic, 
many people who have 
flights to catch are getting 
late. Many will miss their 
flights today because of 
the heavy waterlogging,” 
said Dristi Singh, a com-
muter. A Public Works 
Department (PWD) 
official said two quick 
response teams (QRT) 
with heavy-duty pumps 
had been deployed to 
clear the accumulated 
water. “In the next half-
an-hour to 20 minutes, 
waterlogging will be 
cleared. The flooding is 
due to the heavy flow of 
rainwater in the nearby 
stormwater drain outlet,” 
the official said.

‘Kerala conclave on  
25-year urban policy’
State is all set to become one big city, arguably the biggest city in the world, and 

now the state government is bringing out a policy for its rapid urbanisation
HIGHLIGHT

z Int’l urban conclave 
will be held in Kochi on 
Sep 12-13.

z Two-day conclave to 
finalise urban plan for 
Kerala.

|  F R O M  C O L O N I A L  T R I A L S  T O  C O V A X I N  |
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NEW DELHI: A new book, 
“Vaccine Nation: How 
Immunization Shaped 
India”, chronicles India’s 
transformation from a 
colonial testing ground in 
the 19th century to one 
of the world’s leading 
vaccine producers and 
immunisation success 
stories of the 21st. Written 
by environmentalist and 
author Ameer Shahul and 
published by Pan Macmil-
lan India, the book aims 

to offer a comprehensive 
account of India’s immu-
nisation journey -- “a story 

of ambition, sacrifice and 
the making of a scientific 
nation”.

New book ‘Vaccine Nation’ on 
India’s immunisation journey

Bhang Sneha 
Milan 
JAISALMER: Around 
2,000 devotees from 
across the country par-
ticipated in the 45th All 
India Bhang Sneha Milan 
programme held in Ram-
devra near Pokhran here, 
officials said on Wednes-
day. The annual event, 
part of the Bhadwa Fair 
or Ramdevra Fair dedi-
cated to folk deity Baba 
Ramdev, was held on 
Tuesday. The devotees 
prepared and consumed 
over 300 litres of bhang 
-- a cannabis-infused con-
coction -- in a display of 
communal harmony and 
devotion. They ground 
the bhang by hand on 
stone slabs for more than 
three hours and then 
added milk, cashews, 
almonds, mishri, saffron 
and other ingredients 
to enhance the taste. 
The preparation was 
accompanied by chants 
of “Baba Ramsapir” and 
“Bhole” as the devotees 
offered the concoction 
to Lord Shiva before con-
suming it. “The annual 
programme aims to fos-
ter unity among people 
from diverse communi-
ties and religions,” orga-
niser Hiralal Harsh said. 
The event lasted three 
hours and attracted 
hundreds of spectators.

The fair is a symbol 
of unity and cultural 
heritage, the organis-
ers said, adding that 
the Bhang Sneha Milan 
stands out as a distinc-
tive highlight of the fair, 
attracting people from 
across the state and the 
country.

Baba Ramdev’s 
shrine, located at Runi-
cha Dham in Pokhran 
and popularly called 
Ramdevra, attracts 
devotees from different 
religions, including Hin-
dus, Muslims, Jains and 
Sikhs.

Historians note that 
Baba Ramdev, regarded 
as an incarnation of 
Lord Krishna and a spir-
itual figure venerated 
for social equality, took 
samadhi in 1459 AD 
at the age of 33. Since 
then, his shrine has 
been a centre of faith 
and harmony.
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